
Health risks

Relative risk of transfusion
The risks from receiving a single unit transfusion compared with other health risks, based on Australian statistics.

Febrile non-haemolytic  
transfusion reaction 1:1,000

Anaphylaxis 1:50,000

Transfusion-related
acute lung injury (TRALI) 1:190,000

Septic reaction: Platelets 1:250,000

Septic reaction: Red cells

Transfusion-transmitted hepatitis B virus (HBV) or
Transfusion-transmitted hepatitis C virus (HCV)

Transfusion-transmitted human  
immunodeficiency virus (HIV) Blindness from laser surgery

Death from lightning strike

Having quadrupletsLess than 
1:1,000,000

Less than 
1:1,000,000

Less than 
1:1,000,000

Less than 
1:1,000,000

Less than 
1:1,000,000

Less than 
1:1,000,000

Death by falling out of bed or off a chair1:232,000

Diagnosed breast cancer in men1:170,000

Community acquired new  
HIV infection (2016)1:66,000

Dementia before age 651:1,000
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